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LAX checkpoint nets weapons hoard

By Art Marroquin, Staff Writer
Posted: 01/09/2009 10:47:22 PM PST

More than a dozen weapons and a cache of ammunition were found Friday morning in the truck of a man driving
through a security checkpoint at Los Angeles International Airport.

Airport police officers discovered the firearms stashed in the rear bed of a Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 during a random
inspection at 11 a.m. near Century and Sepulveda boulevards, according to Sgt. Jim Holcomb, a spokesman for the
Airport Police Department.

Included in the find were 10 handguns, five rifles, an antique musket and nearly 1,000 rounds of ammunition,
Holcomb said. One handgun and the musket were loaded, he said.

The motorist, identified as Phillip Joseph Dominguez, 47, of Orange, faces a felony charge of transporting an assault
weapon, Holcomb said.

Dominguez told authorities that he was at the airport to pick up someone, but officials are still investigating why the
weapons were hidden in the pickup truck.

He remained in custody as the FBI, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Los Angeles
Police Department investigated the matter.

"It's infrequent when our officers find such a large number of firearms coming into the airport, and we're taking this
very seriously," Holcomb said. "We are still looking into whether all the guns were registered in his name."

Airport police initially said 37 guns were found in the truck, but that estimate was based on the number of boxes
found in the cab, which did

not all contain weapons, according to LAX
spokeswoman Nancy Castles.
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Holcomb said Dominguez's pickup truck was randomly

searched with help from a computer program that LAX
police officers began testing more than a year ago. The program uses a series of algorithms that make it difficult to
detect any patterns or irregularities in how vehicles are selected for searches.

"It was a random selection that most people are subjected to when they enter the airport," Holcomb said. "This
time, the computer did its job."

art.marroquin@dailybreeze.com

£J BOOKMARK o 2 £7 ° Print [ Email E Font Resize (1] Return toTop

[ SHARE YOUR COMMENTS][ |

Read all 26 comments »
Type in your comments to post to the forum

Name
(appears on your
post)

Comments

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right:

Post Comment
topix

1/24/2009 2:23 AM



LAX checkpoint nets weapons hoard - The Daily Breeze http://toplistings.dailybreeze.com/ci_11421139

* Student, 17, falls 15 floors

to her death - The Daily Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the comment you are
Breeze: Did the police posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be removed by the moderator. Send us your
determine if it was ... feedback.

by terry | 16 Answers

* Student, 17, falls 15 floors
to her death - The Daily
Breeze: Do they know if it
was suicide
by terry | 4 Answers

Disneyland Hotel jumper is
ID’d - The Daily Breeze: |
wonder, what made John
Henry Newman jump from

by amber01 | 30 Answers

* Dockworkers plan walkout
over Iraq - The Daily
Breeze: Is this really what
this is???
by jquin | 20 Answers

* Scanning the Area - The
Daily Breeze: Suicide Victim
by BostonMaggie | 5 Answers

@ More questions

rowered by Y@ da

= Firefighters halt Torrance
blaze

Area cities get in line for
stimulus funds

World's 1st hybrid tug to
work ports

Friend says contractor was
targeted

Officers chasing teenager
injured

Obama reverses Bush
abortion-funds policy
Woman who sued Hustler's
Flynt over 'sexual office
noise' goes to arbitration
Boy, 3, dies in Mexico City
grenade attack

Hundreds attend funeral for
slain 4-year-old boy
Clinton Senate seat goes to
NY congresswoman

Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Information | Subscriber Services | Site Map | RSS = For more lacal Southern California News: Copyright ©2008
Yosioor! | | [TITHTRT | MNG Corporate Site Map Select a newspaper... Los Angeles Newspaper group

20f2 1/24/2009 2:23 AM



